
Key Acronyms and Terms 

Key State and Regional Agencies and Resources 

Acronym Full Name Website Address Text 

COPH College of Public Health (at UNMC) https://www.unmc.edu/publichealth/ 

DHHS (Nebraska) Department of Health and Human Services https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/default.aspx 

DOT (Nebraska) Department of Transportation https://dot.nebraska.gov/ 

GPLI Great Plains Leadership Institute   

https://www.unmc.edu/publichealth/services/
ophp/gpli/index.html 

HCAN Health Center Association of Nebraska https://hcanebraska.org/ 

MPHTC Midwest Public Health Training Center (Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, 
Nebraska) 

https://mphtc.org/ 

NACO Nebraska Association of County Officials https://nebraskacounties.org/ 

NALHD Nebraska Association of Local Health Directors https://nalhd.org/ 

NDEE Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy https://dee.nebraska.gov/ 

NEHA Nebraska Environmental Health Association https://nebraskaneha.com/ 

NHA Nebraska Hospital Association https://www.nebraskahospitals.org/ 

NRHA Nebraska Rural Health Association https://nebraskaruralhealth.org/ 

OPHP Office of Public Health Practice (at UNMC) 

https://www.unmc.edu/publichealth/services/
ophp/index.html 
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Key Acronyms and Terms 

PHAN Public Health Association of Nebraska https://www.publichealthne.org/ 

SHA State Health Assessment 

https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/SHA-and-
SHIP.aspx 

SHIP State Health Improvement Plan 

https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/SHA-and-
SHIP.aspx 

SNAP (Nebraska) Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program https://dhhs.ne.gov/pages/snap.aspx 

UNMC University of Nebraska Medical Center https://www.unmc.edu/ 

WIC (Nebraska) Women, Infants & Children Nutrition Program https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/WIC.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.publichealthne.org/
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/SHA-and-SHIP.aspx
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/SHA-and-SHIP.aspx
https://dhhs.ne.gov/pages/snap.aspx
https://www.unmc.edu/
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/WIC.aspx


Key Acronyms and Terms 

U.S. Federal or National Agencies and Resources 

Acronym Full Name Website Address Text 

ADA Americans with Disabilities Act https://www.ada.gov/ 

APHA American Public Health Association https://www.apha.org/ 

ASPPH Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health https://aspph.org/ 

ASTHO Association of State and Territorial Health Officials https://www.astho.org/ 

CDC Centers for Disease Control and Prevention https://www.cdc.gov/ 

CMS Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services https://www.cms.gov/ 

CSTE Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists https://www.cste.org/ 

EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency https://www.epa.gov/ 

FDA Food and Drug Administration https://www.fda.gov/ 

HHS U.S. Department of Health and Human Services https://www.hhs.gov/ 

HIPAA Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 

https://www.cdc.gov/phlp/php/resources/healt
h-insurance-portability-and-accountability-
act-of-1996-hipaa.html 

HRSA U.S. Health Resources and Services Administration https://www.hrsa.gov/ 

IHS Indian Health Service https://www.ihs.gov/ 
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Key Acronyms and Terms 

MMWR Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index.html 

NACCHO National Association of County and City Health Officials https://www.naccho.org/ 

NALBOH National Association of Local Boards of Health https://www.nalboh.org/ 

NIH National Institutes of Health https://www.nih.gov/ 

OASH U.S. Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health https://health.gov/ 

OSHA U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration https://www.osha.gov/ 

PHAB Public Health Accreditation Board https://phaboard.org/ 

PHEP Public Health Emergency Preparedness https://www.cdc.gov/readiness/php/phep/inde
x.html 

PHTC Public Health Training Center  https://bhw.hrsa.gov/funding/regional-public-
health-training-centers 

PHTCN Public Health Training Center Network https://phtcn.org/ 

SAMHSA Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration https://www.samhsa.gov/ 

USDA United States Department of Agriculture  https://www.usda.gov/ 
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Key Acronyms and Terms 

Other Key Acronyms & Terms 

BOC Board of Commissioners 

BOH Board of Health (LBOH – Local Board of Health, SBOH – State Board of Health) 

CBO Community-Based Organization 

CHA or CHNA Community Health (Needs) Assessment  

CHIP Community Health Improvement Plan 

CHW Community Health Worker (also known as Promotora in Spanish language) 

CYSCHN Children & Youth with Special Health Care Needs 

Desert Area with limited access to resources or health care, e.g. Food Desert, Maternity Care Desert, or Dental Care 
Desert 

EMS Emergency Medical Services 



Key Acronyms and Terms 

EPI Epidemiology/Epidemiologist 

FQHC Federally Qualified Health Center 

HD Health Director 

HHS Region 7 
U.S. States (Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska) receiving federal funding and technical assistance for 
public health initiatives from U.S. Health and Human Services (for more information, visit 
https://health.gov/about-oash/regional-offices/region-7)  

HIA Health Impact Assessment 

LB Legislative Bill 

LHD Local Health Department 

MCH Maternal and Child Health 

MOU/A Memorandum of Understanding / Agreement 

NGO Nongovernmental Organization 

https://health.gov/about-oash/regional-offices/region-7


Key Acronyms and Terms 

PHA Public Health Authority: a government agency or organization that has the legal responsibility to protect and 
improve the health of the population 

RFP Request for Proposal: A formal document that an organization uses to solicit bids or proposals from potential 
vendors or service providers for a specific project or service. 

SALBOH State Association of Local Boards of Health 

SDoH 
Social Determinants of Health: The non-medical factors that influence people’s health outcomes. These are 
the conditions in which people are born, grow, live, work, and age, and they have a major impact on health, 
well-being, and quality of life. 

SOP Standard Operating Procedures 

STD/STI Sexually Transmitted Disease/Infection 

THD Tribal Health Department 

 

 


