
The Role of Local 
Boards of Health in 
Policy

The influence of local health 
departments on policy is 
multifaceted.

There are many key roles  local boards of health play 
in policy, from conducting community assessments 
to advocating for initiatives, enforcing regulations, 
fostering collaboration, and engaging with the 
community to promote public health

 Policies serve as the cornerstone for local boards of health, guiding their efforts in addressing community 
health needs, ensuring equitable access to resources, and safeguarding public well-being.

Community Needs 
Assessment

Conducts assessments to identify local health issues and 
priorities, informing the development of policies and initiatives 
tailored to community needs.

Engages in policy development and advocacy efforts at the 
local level, advocating for initiatives aimed at improving public 
health outcomes and addressing disparities.

Policy 
Development & 
Advocacy

Regulation & 
Enforcement

Implements and enforces health regulations and ordinances 
within their jurisdiction, ensuring compliance with standards to 
protect public health and safety.

Collaborates with local stakeholders, government agencies, 
and community organizations to develop and implement 
policies, fostering a coordinated approach to public health.

Educates the community on health issues and policies, 
promoting awareness and engagement to support public 
health initiatives and behavioral changes.

Collaboration & 
Partnership

Education & 
Community 
Engagement


